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Dear Patriots….


and I am not talking about that team down in Boston.  I am talking about what happened in Philadelphia in 1776.  I hope that you and yours will enjoy the patriotic holiday along with our weekly celebration of God’s goodness and grace towards us.  We will sing some “national hymns” for the Sunday service as we honor God and remember our country.  

I am thankful that I live in a country where I am free to worship God in a church of my choice.  I am neither an historian nor a legal expert who might want to parse the language of our constitution regarding church and state issues thus I tend to keep it very simple and be thankful for the right to worship in our country.

Somewhere in the recesses of my memory is the knowledge that one of the ancestors was a delegate to the First Episcopal Convention in the newly formed United States.  That convention wrote the canons for the church and approved a prayer book for general worship.  Much of my library is still in crates along with most of my family genealogy research but I think it was Willis Riddick who attended.  I just found a six part history of the formation of the Episcopal Church that you might enjoy:  http://www.allsouls-stonybrook.org/historyarticles/founding1.pdf 

Are you a member of the Episcopal Church?  Are you a member of St. Mark’s?  Starting on Sunday, September 12, we will hold a series of formation classes for those who want to join the church and those who want to refresh their memory on the history, heritage, and theology of the Episcopal Church.  Father Bamforth will lead the series of classes.  We will invite Bishop Lane to join us for a service to confirm and receive those who want to join St. Mark’s Church.

The Art’s Festival last Saturday was a great event for us.  Thank you, Tina Mann, and the many church members who helped.  I was so pleased when I saw all of you pitching in, helping each other, and being together as church.  You are amazing.

I want to give you an update on our mediation sessions with Elizabeth.  After much prayer, discussion and after many meetings it has been decided that Elizabeth and St. Mark’s will pursue ministry independent of each other.  This was not an easy decision however I do believe it was the right decision.  Elizabeth’s last official day was July 1st though she has not been with us since leaving on sabbatical in December.  A letter from Elizabeth and me will be forthcoming with more details.  Please keep Elizabeth and the parish in your prayers.

Transitions can be difficult; they can also be times of hopefulness, wellness, healing and joy.  When reading the Bible, I am reminded of how often God has kept his people in transition.  Whether it is the story of Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt (joy and celebration) and then wandering in the desert (difficulty and uncertainty) before getting to the Promised Land or the Magi coming to greet the Christ Child (great joy) and then heading home a different way to avoid Herod (anxiety and fear)  or Jesus traveling from town to town as he spread his Good News (joy and celebration) yet knowing that he would face the cross of crucifixion (all of our emotions brought forth) or the  apostles traveling the known world spreading the news that the Savior had come (joy, gladness and God’s fulfillment of His word) and yet many of them died as martyrs (sadness that the founding fathers of our church were put to death).  What is constant through all of the stories is God’s love for his people and how he holds them in his care in times of joy, celebration, anxiety, fear and difficulty.  For the past several months I have worked hard to be present in time and place and to honor God’s word and direction as we have been in discussions about priestly leadership in our parish.  That has not always been easy to do.  There were lots of “what if” type questions.  There have been many moments of joy, celebration, anxiety, fear and difficulty but I promise you that God was my constant companion on this journey.  I know that he has been your companion also.  I invite you to be in conversation with God about your cares and concerns, about your joys and celebration, about His direction for your life.   

We have been asked by several parishioners to hold a regular healing service.  We will start that on Sunday, July 18th and will continue on the 3rd Sunday of each month.  After the recessional, congregants will be invited into the chapel where prayers of healing will be said as well as a laying on of hands.  If you would like to be one of the healing ministers for the July service please see either of the deacons or Fr. Bamforth.  

As we celebrate God’s gifts to us, as we experience his loving presence in our lives, as we experience the gift of community by being at St. Mark’s, I ask for your continued prayers (conversations with God) and conversations with the vestry.  God has great things planned for St. Mark’s Church and I am so glad that you are part of His work.

See you in church on Sunday.

In peace,


Joseph Riddick

Senior Warden

