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Dear Fellow Parishioners:
 
I was shopping this week and saw shelves filled with school supplies.  My guess is that kids hate to see that when they walk into stores.  They probably feel like they just finished one school year and supplies are already out for the new year.  It is a good thing that supplies are available for us as Jim Melcher and Nancy Finnegan are heading up our annual school supply drive again this year.  So when you are in the store, pick up some supplies and bring them to the church or donate a gift card or check which will be used to purchase new supplies.  Thanks to Jim and Nancy for continuing this important ministry in our church.
 
Last Sunday, Gwen White said to me, “We ran out of bulletins.”  This is good news.  Our attendance continues to hold steady this summer – some of our members are out of town on vacation but folks who are vacationing in this area worship with us on Sundays.  
 
The vestry met on Tuesday night.  We heard from all of our ministry committees on the work they are doing.  We have some active folks who are living the Gospel of Jesus in the church and the world.  It is exciting.   Bernie Shaw has chaired a committee to look at uses for the rectory.  The committee recommended and the vestry agreed that we moth ball the rectory until we develop a long term plan for the building.  The committee is to report back to the vestry in six months with a plan.  
 
The investment mangers from Acadia Trust presented a report to the vestry on the state of our investments for both the church and St. Mark’s Home.   Since January 1, 2006 we have experienced, through withdrawals and the effects of market conditions, a 63% reduction in the value of our endowment.  The vestry made a decision last fall to drastically reduce our draw on the endowment for operating expenses – we are drawing 50% less this year than we did last year and will continue to reduce our dependence on the endowment each year.
 
After that presentation, I had to talk with the vestry about code violations in the parish hall and a requirement for us to bring the parish hall kitchen into compliance with Maine Fire Code.  I am sure you can imagine how difficult that conversation was to have.  We anticipate that the required fix will cost about $7,500.   The vestry will be mounting a campaign to raise the funds for the kitchen repair.  One way to approach this is to think about adding 11% to your annual pledge; so for each $100 you pledge add $11 for our kitchen fund raising campaign.  We will be starting the campaign in the next couple of weeks.  
 
New in the News and Announcements this week is information on weekly attendance and contributions to the church.  On the bulletin board in the parish hall is the financial report that was accepted by the vestry at the meeting this week.  Please take time to look it over and if you have questions, please see Lynn Allerding, our treasurer.  The June vestry minutes are posted also.  A copy of the Acadia Trust Portfolio Report will be in the office for review.  These steps are to make the operations of the parish more transparent to all members.
 
Many thanks to Joan Lane, Gwen White and Emmy Warming who are providing secretarial support in the office on Monday mornings.  Joan and Emmy covered the office when Liz was on vacation and they did a terrific job. 
 
This Sunday, Marcia Butterfield will be our guest preacher during the Morning Prayer Service.  Marcia and Allan are faithful supporters of St. Mark’s whether they are at their camp in Manchester or in Lexington, KY.  Allan serves as a lector when he is with us in the summer.  It is always a joy when they return to Maine each summer.  The Rev. Ralph Moore from Rockland returns to celebrate Eucharist with us on August 1.  
 
There is a worship opportunity on Wednesday of each week.  A Eucharistic Service is held in the Chapel at St. Mark’s Home each Wednesday at 9 a.m.  Carol Smith, Administrator at the Home, wanted me to remind you of this service and that the ladies and staff at the home would enjoy having you join them in worship.
 
Don’t forget the learning opportunity on Saturday, August 21st when Elizabeth Ward Saxl and her team will provide training on ministering with sex offenders and those who have been sexually abused.  If you participate in any of our outreach ministries I strongly encourage your participation.  The training is from 11-1 and we will provide drinks and desserts to go with your brown bag lunch.
 
The decision has been made.  There will be an Ice Cream Social this summer.  We will enjoy various flavors of ice cream on the lawn after church on August 15th.  I heard commitments for coffee, chocolate, and peach ice cream plus I am going to try a new recipe for blueberry frozen yogurt.  Vinnie Tschamler is chairing the social so if you would like to add to the ice cream choices let Vinnie know.  Thanks to Vinnie, Connie McDonald, and Tina Barden for organizing this event.
 
See you at church on Sunday.
 
Joseph Riddick
Senior Warden
 
 
