Dear Lions for Christ: 
Last night was wonderful sitting overlooking the harbor in Camden enjoying dinner while boats came into the safe haven for the evening. It had been a very busy, often difficult week and we decided to treat ourselves by heading over to the coast for dinner. Afterwards, we drove south through Rockport and then to Rockland before heading west to Augusta. The windows were down on the Jeep and we enjoyed the fresh, clean air. Before heading to Camden I had a telephone call from a friend in Virginia who reported that the temperature had dropped to 101 degrees. I am so thankful to be in Maine. 
On Tuesday, the Board of Directors for St. Mark’s Home met. Recently, a new furnace and emergency generator were installed at the Home. In August, I will be attending the meeting of the Board of Advisors (BoA) for the Home. The BoA provides a forum for the needs of the residents to be addressed. There are four rooms available so if you know of someone looking for housing in a wonderful setting, please refer them to Carol Smith. Remember, that Eucharist is held at the Home on Wednesday mornings and you are welcome to attend. 
On August 21st, Elizabeth Ward Saxl and co-presenters will be conducting a workshop on working with sexual offenders and those who are victims of sexual offenses who receive outreach ministry in the church. The session will be held from 11-1. The class will end in time for our volunteers to open Addie’s Attic and Everyday Basics. Anyone doing outreach ministry at the church and all vestry and clergy should plan to attend. We will furnish drinks and dessert to go with your bag lunch. Please call the office to register. 
On Saturday, November 13, the diocese with offer Safe Church Training at St. Mark’s. This training is for all vestry, teachers, members and volunteers who work in outreach ministry, and staff to ensure that we maintain a safe, secure environment for our members and guests. Mark your calendar; registration information will be forthcoming. 
Don’t forget to buy school supplies to help with our outreach ministry to children in our community. There are bins in the back of the church and in the parish hall. I went shopping this week and found some really great bargains on notebook paper, pencils and composition books.  The need is overwhelming and your generous gifts are greatly appreciated. Thanks to Jim and Nancy for coordinating this program. 
The Ice Cream Social is coming up on August 15th after the Sunday morning service. That is a wonderful time for you to invite someone to join you at church. We will have different flavors of ice cream for you to enjoy. Let Vince know of your ability to help. 
On September 12th we will hold a parish brunch to kick-off the fall calendar of events. 
The following Sunday (September 19th) we start with Christian Formation classes. If you would like to join the Episcopal Church, please plan to attend these classes which will be held after the services on Sunday morning. Please see Fr. Bamforth or myself if you plan to attend. 
If you have extra office supplies that you can donate to the church, they would be much appreciated. We can use: 
Flat screen computer monitor 
Copier paper – white and colored 
Forever Stamps 
Printer Cartridges – Epson Printer CX4800 
The Rev. Ralph Moore will celebrate Eucharist with us on Sunday.  The following Sunday we will hear about the work of the diocese in addressing needs in Haiti.

See you at church on Sunday.

Joseph Riddick

Senior Warden

