St. Mark’s Church

Senior Warden News

August 13, 2010

Dear Lions for Christ:

I am writing this on Friday, the 13th.  Are you superstitious about the day?  I certainly am.  Any month’s 13th day will be on a Friday if the month starts on a Sunday.  One theory of the origin of the superstition of the day concerns the Knights Templar.  The Knights were a monastic military order founded in Jerusalem in 1118 A.D.  The Knights protected Christian pilgrims during the Crusades.  The Knights Templar became incredibly powerful and wealthy.  King Philip ordered the arrest of the Knights on Friday, October 13, 1307 to bring them under his control.   

A study on stress management and phobias found that an estimated 17 to 21 million people in the United States are affected by fear on this day.  Some people are so fearful they avoid normal routines for the day.  Fear is powerful.  It can be debilitating whether it is making difficult decisions, approaching someone with whom we have conflict, or creating mountains of fear out of mole hills of concern.  


Jesus said, “Be not afraid, for I am with you.”  Ask Jesus to be your companion when facing these fears.  Do you remember the sign language for Jesus?  It is taking the middle finger of your right hand and putting it in the palm of your left hand and then reversing with the middle finger of your left hand and your right palm.  When I do that, my hands rock back and forth and the entire time I am chanting the name of Jesus.  It is a powerful, tactile reminder of Jesus on the cross dying for our sins and our belief that he arose from the dead and is with us on our Christian journey.  Through Christ all things are possible.

James Clark was buried from St. Mark’s Church on Wednesday of this week.  Mr. Clark was well known in the Augusta area and was active in the parish for many years.  Among the many things he is remembered for is that he coached the Greater Parish basketball team.  He and his wife moved to Brunswick a number of years ago.  Many people in the parish stepped forward to help prepare the church for the funeral and reception.  Al Cook made sure the grounds were freshly mowed and that those pesky weeds had been cleared from around the church entrances.  Norma Shaw and Joan Lane coordinated the reception.  Gwen White and Lynn Allerding prepared the church for the funeral.  Tom Barden served as acolyte for the service and assisted Norma and Joan at the reception.  Rebecca Corcoran took extra steps to make sure the church and parish hall were clean and ready to receive guests.  As often happens at funerals, the children talked about growing up in the parish, being baptized and confirmed in the church, and getting married at St. Mark’s.  It was a homecoming for them to be back at St. Mark’s. We remember James Clark and his family in our prayers.

Do you get confused with the many choices when you go to the store to purchase school supplies for our outreach program to help needy school children?  Two schools have supplied us with lists of things that children need to be prepared when they come to school.  The lists are in the back of the church and can provide guidance as you continue to bring in school supplies.  Our first distribution will be on Saturday, August 21 at Everyday Basics.  We will follow-up with a second distribution on the first Saturday in September.  Thanks to Jim and Nancy for their leadership in this ministry.

Next Saturday we will have a presentation on ministering to those who are victims of sexual abuse and those who are offenders.  Elizabeth Ward Saxl and her team will lead the workshop from 11-1.  Please sign up in the office for this informative class.  All members working in outreach ministry, vestry members and others interested in ministering to those in need should attend.  We will provide lunch to members of the parish and our volunteers who participate.

Also happening next Saturday is our prayer time at 8 a.m. in the Holy Apostle’s Chapel, Everyday Basics and Addie’s Attic from 1-4 p.m., and the community dinner at 5 p.m.  We are looking for people who can help out during the day so I invite you to come spend the day with us.  It will be spiritually fulfilling.  Lunch and dinner will be provided.  

I was sitting under the maple trees in the yard this week and noticed that some tree leaves were already starting to turn red and yellow.  Gosh, it seems unbelievable that summer is already coming to an end.  To kick off our fall season, we will hold a parish pot-luck brunch on September 12 after the service.  At the brunch we will talk about ministry opportunities in the parish this fall.  On September 19th, the formation classes will start for those who are interested in learning about the Episcopal Church and would like to become members or those who wish to renew their commitment to the church.  Father Bamforth will lead these sessions on Sunday mornings after the worship services.  

This coming Sunday we will have our Ice Cream Social on the lawn after church.  Our In-Reach Committee is coordinating this social time. Tomorrow, I will get out my grandmother’s peach ice cream recipe.  Invite a friend to church on Sunday to enjoy our worship time and then some of Grandmother White’s peach ice cream.  

Last Sunday afternoon, the Rev. Connie Wolfe called from Houston, TX where she is the Chaplain at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital.  Connie and I reminisced about our time in Virginia and talked about her hospital ministry in Texas.  I made the groom’s cake (Chocolate-Scotch Fruitcake) for her wedding 20 years ago.  Please remember Connie in your prayers and her healing ministry at St. Luke’s Hospital.   This Sunday is our monthly Healing Service in the Holy Apostle’s Chapel after the Eucharist.   

It is an exciting time to be at St. Mark’s Church.  I conveyed that message to Bishop Lane this week when we met to talk about mission and ministry in our parish.  We certainly have our challenges but the Holy Spirit is working in us and through as we continue to live out the Gospel of Jesus in our community.  Thank you for your continued ministry at St. Mark’s.

See you in Church on Sunday,

Joseph Riddick

Senior Warden

