St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Senior Warden News

August 27, 2010

Dear Christian Lions:

I hope you enjoyed the ice cream last Sunday.  I sampled some of each flavor.  Thanks to our In-Reach Committee for coordinating this time of fellowship after church and to the ice cream makers: Skip Ernst & Rachel Lenardson and Bernie & Norma Shaw.  Be sure to thank Connie McDonald and Tina Barden who chair our In-Reach Committee.  Keep Vinnie Tschamler in your prayers for a rapid recovery and a quick return to our midst.  Vinnie was hoping to get home from the hospital in time to enjoy the social time he had helped plan.

We never know how our messages of faith and hope are heard, where they end up, and what may happen as a result of our telling the St. Mark’s story to the world.  Last week we received a box of baby clothes from The Rev. Molly James from St. John’s Episcopal Church in Essex, CT.  The Rev. James saw a notice in the DioLog that we needed baby and toddler clothes and packed a box and sent them our way.  Molly was ordained by Bishop Knudsen and receives the diocesan newsletter which had our posting about needing clothes.  

The Rev. Rebecca Grant and I spent several hours at the hospital on Sunday with one of our parishioners who fell when leaving the church.  I kept thinking of the Baptismal Covenant where the celebrant asks the people:  “Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?”  We the people, answer, “I will, with God’s help.”  I was also reminded of the verses from St. Matthew 25:33-40 which inform the mission statement for our outreach ministries here at St. Mark’s. I have worked in the health care field for twenty-five years and was astounded by the lack of respect and dignity I witnessed at the hospital on Sunday.  This is the same hospital where I have received excellent care and have been treated with the utmost dignity and respect.  The difference in treatment based on the patient was marked.  We have much work to do to help our larger community respect the dignity of every human being.  

O Father of all people and lover of all of your children, give me a heart of concern and compassion for those who are left out and forgotten, especially those abandoned by the world who are your disciples. Please give me courage to identify with those whom the world not only shuns and shames, but those the world persecutes and ridicules. Father, give me a heart like Jesus for the people who most depend upon him. In the name of Jesus, I pray. Amen
At the vestry meeting on Tuesday Evening, Bernie Shaw was talking about a need for monthly delivery of food packages for the elderly who do not have transportation.  This is a program administered by another entity in the area.  Before the night was over, Tom Barden had stepped forward into ministry and agreed to figure out how we, at St. Mark’s, could help respect the dignity of people by helping to ensure they have access to this food program. Thank you, Tom.

Also at the vestry meeting, we decided to provide financial support to St. Aidan’s Parish in Cape Elizabeth in their efforts to rebuild a school in Haiti.  St. Aidan’s received a UTO grant that required a match of funds from people in our diocese.  Our gift will help them meet their goal.  Two weeks ago, John Arrison spoke about the work the diocese is doing in Haiti and how important it has been in his life.  If this ministry speaks to your heart, I encourage you to reach out to John Arrison or others on our Companion Diocese team.  

Tomorrow (Saturday) we will have a full day of activities at the church.  We start with prayer in the Chapel of the Holy Apostles at 8 am.   At 11 am we will have a workshop on ministering to those who are victims or perpetrators of sexual violence.  Thanks to Elizabeth Ward Saxl for organizing this training.  From 1-4 pm, Addie’s Attic and Everyday Basics will be open.  The Community Dinner starts at 5 pm on the lawn.  In addition two AA groups, a wellness group, and a training of service dogs will take place at the church.  We are in need of volunteers on Saturday so if you have any extra time, please come join us.  Lunch and dinner will be available to all.

On Saturday we will also do our first distribution of school supplies at Everyday Basics.  Jim and Nancy were in this week organizing the supplies so we can put together student packages.  Your generosity has been wonderful.  We will plan on a second distribution once school starts so keep the supplies coming.  

On September 12th we will have a parish pot-luck brunch after our service.  This will provide a time for us to talk about our fall programming in the parish.   We reviewed the fall calendar at the vestry meeting and there are exciting mission and ministry opportunities that we want to tell you about at the brunch.  Also, we will talk about the required upgrade to the kitchen and a fund raising campaign to pay for this work.  

In July 2009, we had a luncheon in the Great Hall and afterwards a visioning session where we talked about what our church needed to do to survive.  The vision you foresaw that day is playing out in our church life this year.  In many ways, these are the initial steps but every journey starts with first steps.  We are on the pathway to wholeness and wellness.  Ask others to join you on our journey as a parish.  Invite them to church.  Take the bold step and be an evangelist – we need to double our membership to survive and we do that by asking one person at a time to share in the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus.  

See you at church on Sunday,

Joseph Riddick

Senior Warden

