Dear Parishioners:

It was five years ago that Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast and changed the landscape and the lives of thousands of people.  I have been looking at video clips and pictures of the devastation wrought from this storm and the rebuilding that has occurred since then.  The storm not only changed the lives of the people on the Gulf Coast but it changed the lives of the people in the Diocese of Maine also.  When we were planning to move to Maine, I looked at the St. Mark’s website and saw pictures of members heading to New Orleans.  I knew this was a church that lived out the Gospel of Jesus in helping others in need.  Little did I know the extent to which members of St. Mark’s were involved in helping others.  It has been through our time here that I have learned the love and compassion you have for people and your willingness to step forward.

Last Saturday while sitting on the lawn chatting with members of the Unitarian congregation while they shucked corn, one of them said, “Gosh, St. Mark’s must have a huge congregation to support all of this outreach ministry and all of these buildings.”  I chuckled and responded, “You would be surprised.  We can’t do this ministry alone and that is why I am so thankful that you are here today.”  On Saturday we distributed all of the school supplies that we had collected.  We served over 70 people in Everyday Basics and over 50 families at Attic’s Attic.  Then we served dinner to 110 people.  We started the day with prayer in the chapel and then Elizabeth Ward Saxl led a class on ministering to sexual offenders.  

After the community dinner, one of our regular guests came up to me and said, “I have some very good news, can I tell you?”  I am always willing to hear good news so I listened while she told me about facing the difficulties in her life, how she has stopped drinking and is living each day in sobriety, how she is reaching out to family who are not happy that she is sober and happy, and how she feels connected to St. Mark’s Church.  God is working in his wonderful way with the people who come to our outreach ministry programs.  It is a joy to hear their stories.  Many of them are starting to see St. Mark’s as their spiritual home – this is the church where they tell their stories of joy and hurt and experience a connection to God.  

My mind started racing about evangelism and how we get the people who join us for dinner to join us for the Eucharist.  How do we feed people spiritually and in the context of worship?  How do we make ourselves and our worship accessible to those who are afraid to pass through those big red doors?  How do we attract and engage others in the community who want to help in outreach ministry?  Questions, questions, questions!!!  I finally had to turn my brain off so I could go to sleep last Saturday night.  These are not my questions alone to figure out, but they are questions we need to address as a congregation.

Last night, the wardens and clergy met with Bishop Lane and Canon Wiederkehr to talk about our mission and ministry at St. Mark’s.  It was an engaging two hours as we discussed both short and long term plans.  Some definite short term plans came from the meeting.  They are:

      We will continue with Holy Eucharist on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month through Christmas.  Father Bamforth will celebrate one Sunday a month and Father Ralph Moore will celebrate on the other Sunday.  On the other Sundays we will continue with Morning Prayer led by Deacons and Lay Worship Leaders.

      Fr. Bamforth will be with us on the first Sunday in Advent to celebrate Eucharist. (Eucharist services will be held 3 Sundays in November)

      Fr. Bamforth will celebrate Christmas Eve Mass.  We will also hold a Christmas Day Service at 9 a.m.  On Sunday, December 26th we will have a Lessons and Carols Service.

      We will continue to meet with the Kennebec7 parishes to talk about joint ministry opportunities.

      Our Deacons, David and Rebecca, will continue to participate in Sunday Services, provide visitations, and assist with outreach ministries.

      The Parish Potluck Brunch is set for September 12th after the service.  We will talk about our plans for the fall.


      Bishop Lane will join us for a Parish Dinner on Tuesday, September 28th at 6 pm.  This will provide an opportunity for you to talk with and ask questions of the Bishop.  

      Formation classes start on September 19th for those who are interested in joining the Episcopal Church.  “Focus on Matthew” classes start on the first Sunday in Advent.

      On October 7th at 7 p.m. we will host an area meeting in preparation for the Diocesan Convention.  

      The Quilt Show is on October 16th and the Parish Fall Festival is November 20th.

      We will hold a series of meetings this fall to talk about our CY2011 budget and plans for the parish next year.

      In 2011 we will begin to hold meetings to discern God’s will about priestly leadership for the parish. 

Grab your calendar and mark those dates.

I have been thinking a lot about self-care this week.  I have been so energized by being in ministry with all of you this year but I asked myself, “Does my energy and enthusiasm get in the way of you doing ministry? How can the parish help you grow in your faith?  How do we take care of each other?  At what point do I need to encourage and then stand back?  How do I take care of myself so I don’t burn out?  When does burn out occur?”  All of these are valid questions and I don’t have answers to them yet.  So, this fall you may see me step back more.  I know that I will not be at all of the Sunday services.  This does not mean that I am less committed to our ministry at St. Marks, but I must take care of myself also.  So, I bring this up now as we continue to forge ahead in doing ministry this fall knowing that God will provide and take care of his people at St. Mark’s.

See you Sunday,

Joseph Riddick

Senior Warden

